
IEA-EEF Board meeting, 12 August 2013. Aarhus 17.00-18.50  

1. Attendance 

Present:  

- Henrik Stovring (Denmark); 

- Eva Grill (Germany);  

- Hajo Zeeb (Germany);  

- Heiko Becher (Germany); 

- Ester Villalonga Olives (EYE president);  

- Katarzyna Szamotulska (Poland);  

- Henrique Barros (Pt; IEA-EEF secretary);  

- David Batty (UK);  

- Maurice Zeegers (Netherlands; vice-chair); 

- Adele Seniori Costantini (IEA-EEFchair); 

- Neil Pearce (IEA past president); 

Apologies:  

-Biljana Kocic Serbia and Montenegro); 

-Alessio Petrelli (Italy); 

-Magnus Stenbeck (Sweden); 

-Robert West (past IEA-EEF chair); 

Absent:  

- Christopher Junker (Switzerland);  

- Biljana Danilovska (Macedonia); 

- Thierry Lang (France);  

- Fernando Benavides (Spain); 

- Laufey Tryggvadottir (Iceland); 

- Tomi Pekka (Finland);  

- Andrej Grjibovski (Norway). 

2. Report from the chair  

- Since September 2012 the management board group (chair, vice-chair, secretary, former 

president) have been in regular e-mail contact and have had teleconferences, mainly focused on (i) 

adding new societies to the IEA-EEF (following the request of the Italian Association of Medical 

Statistics and Clinical Epidemiology to be associated to the IEA and to be involved in IEA-EEF 

activities), (ii) the WCE in Anchorage, and (iii) the next Euroconferences. Moreover the 

communication tools group has had teleconferences aimed at renewing of the IEA-EEF website, 



managed, at present, by Hanneke Trines at Maastricht University. Thanks to Eva Grill, the 

newsletter is alive and well. 

- Joint membership (see 6);  

- IEA-EEF website and newsletter (see 7);  

- Training (see 8);  

- Next European conferences:  2015 Netherlands; 2016 Germany (see 9);  

- Adding new societies to the IEA-EEF board (se 10);   

- Data sharing and bio-banking. GDPR: an update (see 11);  

- WCE 2014 in Anchorage (Regional workshops) (see 12); 

- Accounts (see 13). 

3. Report from the secretary 

Concerning the necessity to support epidemiologists in training course and conference attendance 

as well as their participation in IEA activities (see 8) Concerning the relevance of presenting some 

hot topics at the WCE in Anchorage concerning the specificity of epidemiological research in 

Europe with regard to health policies (see 12). 

4. Report from the vice-chair 

Need to improve communication. The work of renewing the IEA-EEF website is on-going at the 

University of Maastricht (see 7).   

5. Report from the EYE president  

Main EYE activities in 2013:  (i) scholarships for the best abstracts for young epidemiologists at the 

Aarhus Euroconference; (ii) a session presenting the EYE for young epidemiologists in the 

Euroconference; and (iii) next initiatives together with the ECE group at the WCE in Anchorage: 

bursaries, scientific committee selecting speakers, pre-conference courses and workshops, a prize 

for an epidemiologist from developing countries, pilot test mentoring scheme; (iii) the EYE 

mentoring scheme (see 8). 

6. Joint membership 

Seven societies affiliated to the IEA-EEF have reached an agreement regarding joint membership - 

(the Finnish Epidemiological Society (FES), the German Association of Epidemiology (DGEpi), the 

Italian Association of Epidemiology (AIE), the Spanish Society of Epidemiology (SSE), the 

Netherlands Epidemiological Society (VvE), the Swedish Association of Epidemiology (SVEP), and 

the Portuguese Epidemiological Association (APE). However, few members from these national 

societies have applied to the IEA and the IEA president has asked regional councillors to share this 



concern with the representatives of national societies. ASC has requested Nicole Shore (Firstpoint) 

to provide EEF with updated numbers. 

7. IEA website and newsletter. 

The proposal for the new website is presented by MZ. Main changes: 

• a new section ‘News’ will be added; 

• a page with links to important or interesting websites will be added; 

• a page with epidemiological institutes will be added; 

• a page with epidemiology courses/studies (that lead to accreditation) will be added; 

• the RSS feed will be maintained; 

• the Twitter accounts will get a more prominent place on the website; 

• Linkedin and Facebook accounts could be created. 

8. Training 

There have been no applications from Eastern European countries to participate in the 2013 EEPE 

course in Florence in spite of the announcement of two special IEA-EEF fellowships for Eastern 

European epidemiologists which would cover the full fee for the main 3-week course.  KS confirms 

that epidemiological training and activities have a hard time in her country as well as in other 

countries of Eastern Europe. NP announces that the next IEA international course will take place in 

Poland addressed to epidemiologists from Eastern European countries. ASC recognizes that more 

effort than already done is required to support epidemiology in this area of Europe. 

A mentoring scheme has been prepared by EV jointly with the representative from Australia and 

New Zeeland. The mentoring scheme has been advertised on the EYE webpage and sent by e-

mail to all members from the European region. Furthermore, news about EYE and ECE and other 

information has been posted in the EYE webpage and in private emails: job offers, conferences 

and courses.  

 9. Next European conferences.  

MZ confirms that Euroconference in 2015  will be held in Netherlands. EG confirms that the 

Euroconference in 2016 will be hosted by Germany. Hajo Zeeb (Bremen) and Heiko Becher 

(Heidelberg) are the two organizers and they give a presentation of the organizational scheme of 

the conference and of the venue in Heidelberg.  

10. Adding new societies to the IEA board  

At the formation of the European Federation there was a tacit agreement that each country would 

be represented at the board by only one society, with its board member being an officer of the 



national society and an IEA member. However, no mention is made of this in the EEF constitution 

statement. Following the request of the Italian Association of Medical Statistics and Clinical 

Epidemiology for affiliation to the IEA-EEF, it seemed appropriate to discuss the inclusion of new 

societies that share the IEA’s interests and aims. A draft of a statement about this had been 

prepared by the board executive pointing out the responsibility of board members to actively 

represent epidemiologists in their country and at underlying the interest of the Federation in 

developing relationships with other societies not already represented on the IEA-EEF board. In the 

discussion it was agreed that there should be only one representative per country on the board.  

11. Data sharing and bio-banking. GDRP: an update 

Steps following the presentation of the new version (January 2012) of the GDPR have been 

summarized and initiatives of the IEA and IEA-EEF have been restated. Essentialy:  

1. more than 3000 amendments have been produced. Some of which would, if enacted, have 

serious consequences for researchers using health data; 

2. the International Epidemiological Association and the IEA-EEF have sent a proposal to 

abolish the aforementioned amendments to Jan Philippe Albrecht, member of the 

Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) and the European 

Parliament’s rapporteur on the Data Protection Regulation and Juan Fernandez Lopez 

Aguilar, Chairman of the LIBE (see the proposal below); 

3. national societies have been recommended to raise epidemiologists’ concerns and 

proposals with their own countries’ MEPs;  

4. The process will be closely monitored (orientation vote in LIBE Committee in Autumn 

2013). Negotiations between European Parliament, Council and Commission (Trilogue). 

Expected adoption in 2014. 

12. WCE in Anchorage 

Specific regional sessions have been planned for the WCE 2014 in Anchorage. For the European 

region, the idea is to have a session focusing on “politics, policies, and inequalities in the European 

region”. It seems suitable to have one/two invited lecturers focusing on hot topics and make a call 

for proposals in order to have a wide-ranging representation of different fields of research on this 

topic. Furthermore, it would seem appropriate that in the currently planned session on privacy, a 

speaker from the EU Commission be present to illustrate decisions by the EU on data sharing and 

protection. These ideas and proposals are discussed with NP, the focal point on the WCE 2014. 

13. Accounts.  



The only income is coming from IEA, based on the number of the EEF member country members 

plus a contribution towards chair/councillor expenses. Clarifications were needed on the amount of 

funds that IEA has to send to the Federations for full members and joint members. An agreement 

between IEA-EEF and IEA (FirstPoint) has been reached. IEA-EEF has received  for 2012: $10 for 

Edinburgh WCE attendee memberships in WE; $15 for all FULL paid members in WE (who have 

paid $80 each); and $7.5 for senior/student members in WE (who have paid $40 each). For 2013: 

$15 for all FULL paid members in WE (who have paid $80 each); $15 for all Joint paid members 

(who have paid $40), and $7.5 for senior / student members in WE (who have paid $40 each).  

 

Accounts at 31 December 2012 are presented. 


